nature communications

Article

https://doi.org/10.1038/s41467-024-52703-w

Phosphoproteomics-directed manipulation
reveals SEC22B as a hepatocellular signaling
node governing metabolic actions of

glucagon

Received: 17 January 2024

Accepted: 16 September 2024

Published online: 27 September 2024

M Check for updates

Yugin Wu® "2, Ashish Foollee?, Andrea Y. Chan"?, Susanne Hille ® 34,

Jana Hauke®, Matthew P. Challis? Jared L. Johnson ® ¢7-8, Tomer M. Yaron®°'°,
Victoria Mynard™"?, Okka H. Aung"?, Maria Almira S. Cleofe?, Cheng Huang ®2",
Terry C. C. Lim Kam Sian ®"", Mohammad Rahbari ® '>'34, suchira Gallage ® *'4,
Mathias Heikenwalder ® '>'415, Lewis C. Cantley ® 7, Ralf B. Schittenhelm ® %",
Luke E. Formosa®2, Greg C. Smith'®, Jiirgen G. Okun®, Oliver J. Miiller ® >4,
Patricia M. Rusu®'? & Adam J. Rose ®'2

The peptide hormone glucagon is a fundamental metabolic regulator that is
also being considered as a pharmacotherapeutic option for obesity and type 2
diabetes. Despite this, we know very little regarding how glucagon exerts its
pleiotropic metabolic actions. Given that the liver is a chief site of action, we
performed in situ time-resolved liver phosphoproteomics to reveal glucagon
signaling nodes. Through pathway analysis of the thousands of phosphopep-
tides identified, we reveal “membrane trafficking” as a dominant signature with
the vesicle trafficking protein SEC22 Homolog B (SEC22B) S137 phosphoryla-
tion being a top hit. Hepatocyte-specific loss- and gain-of-function experi-
ments reveal that SEC22B was a key regulator of glycogen, lipid and amino acid
metabolism, with SEC22B-S137 phosphorylation playing a major role in glu-
cagon action. Mechanistically, we identify several protein binding partners of
SEC22B affected by glucagon, some of which were differentially enriched with
SEC22B-S137 phosphorylation. In summary, we demonstrate that phosphor-
ylation of SEC22B is a hepatocellular signaling node mediating the metabolic
actions of glucagon and provide a rich resource for future investigations on
the biology of glucagon action.

Despite glucagon being discovered over 100 years ago', and recog-
nized as a key factor in the etiology of type 2 diabetes*™, surprisingly,
very little is known about how glucagon signaling works within its
major target tissue, the liver, to induce its pleiotropic effects on
metabolism and beyond*’. Glucagon is a peptide hormone mainly
secreted from the alpha cells of pancreatic islets’, and was first iden-
tified as a hyperglycemic factor; it targets the liver to increase blood

glucose by stimulating gluconeogenesis and glycogenolysis®*. There-
fore, glucagon is known as a counter-regulatory hormone to insulin,
and the balance between glucagon and insulin signaling is crucial for
maintaining physiological euglycemia®, although glucagon also has
clear actions in the postprandial state®’. Glucagon levels are elevated
in patients with type 2 diabetes, indicating that failure of glucose to
suppress glucagon action plays a causal role in the pathology of type 2
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diabetes®. However, glucagon is a pleiotropic hormone with multiple
metabolic actions beyond glucose metabolism and these non-glycemic
effects of glucagon include the modulation of food intake and satiety,
amino acid and lipid homeostasis, insulin secretion, and energy
expenditure®. Aside from this, and spurred on by promising pre-
clinical studies®™, peptides with glucagon receptor agonist activity are
in development for treating obesity and type 2 diabetes in humans'>".
Thus, it is paramount that we understand the mechanisms of action of
glucagon, both from a basic- and medical-biology perspective.

Glucagon action is mediated by the glucagon receptor (GCGR), a
member of the family of class B G-protein coupled receptors that are
highly conserved across mammalian species®. The binding of glucagon
to the GCGR activates adenylyl cyclase through the Gs subtype G-
protein, generating cellular adenosine-3'-5-cyclic monophosphate
(cAMP) and activating protein kinase A (PKA) as the major mode of
intracellular signaling®. Aside from PKA and a few modes of action on
glucose and amino acid metabolism, there is a dearth of knowledge as
to which cellular mechanisms that post-receptor glucagon signaling
engages to exert its multitude of effects**. As protein phosphorylation
is a rapid, potent, and dynamic means of manipulating intracellular
protein action®”, particularly affecting metabolism'®, we sought to
partially illuminate the ‘black box’ of glucagon signaling using
phospho-proteomics.

Since the liver is the chief site of glucagon action”, by taking
advantage of a combination of key technologies including the per-
fused rat liver model, proteomics, and molecular manipulation using
adeno-associated viruses, we have uncovered multiple glucagon-
regulated proteins and show that a glucagon-regulated phosphopro-
tein, the vesicle-trafficking protein SEC22B, is a key intracellular sig-
naling node that governs distinct metabolic actions of glucagon.

Results

Phosphoproteomics reveals glucagon signaling nodes

To uncover aspects of glucagon signaling, we employed a perfused rat
liver model to resolve the time-course of glucagon signaling. This
in situ model has the advantages of a continuous supply of a fixed
glucagon concentration via the natural anatomical route in fully dif-
ferentiated liver, and allows a distinct assessment of glucagon action.
To qualify the model, we assessed liver glycogen concentration, which
as expected’, decreased in a time-dependent manner (Fig. Sla). We
also assessed protein kinase A activation, a canonical GPCR-Gs sig-
naling node*. Indeed, we could see rapid and sustained PKA activation
with glucagon as judged by higher levels of phosphorylation of liver
proteins at a classic PKA motif (Fig. 1a; Fig. S1b). We therefore pro-
ceeded and assessed the phosphoproteome from these samples at
each time point (2, 8 and 32 min; Supplementary Data 1). A total of
11,234 unique phosphopeptides were identified across all time points
and using stringent filter criteria, we managed to quantify 8,996
phosphopeptides. Interestingly, we did not detect CREB-S133, which is
considered a classic glucagon-regulated phosphoprotein'*, and we
validated a lack of change in this phosphoprotein by western blot (Fig.
Slc-d). This further strengthened the case for a more global approach
to uncovering glucagon signaling nodes.

The principal component analysis (PCA) showed a clear divergent
distribution in phosphoproteomes between glucagon-treated and
control samples (Fig. 1b). Comparing only glucagon-treated to control
samples within each time point, 1,029 phosphosites were observed to
be regulated by glucagon with an overlap of 108 phosphopeptides
across all time points (Fig. 1c; considering an adjusted p-value cutoff of
0.05 and a log2 fold change cutoff of 1). Comparing glucagon (GCG) vs.
vehicle (VEH) sample data, the heatmap plot (Fig. 1d) showed some
representative overlapped phosphopeptides (using more stringent
criteria, log2 fold change >4 or <-3), which indicates the glucagon-
induced phosphorylation is rapid and sustained. The pathway enrich-
ment of pooled GCG vs VEH sample data revealed that “membrane

trafficking” and “vesicle-mediated transport” pathways are the domi-
nant signatures, both in which SEC22B was found (Fig. 1e). Using the
entire data set, we could predict kinase activation based on motif
preferences', and certain kinase classes such as PKA, AKT, PKG, CAMK,
AURK, MNK, and PAKs were predicted to be activated by glucagon,
while others such as MAPK and CDKs were predicted to be inactivated
(Fig. 1f, Fig. Sle; Supplementary Data 2). Some of these were rapid and
sustained (i.e. PKA, CAMK, PAK), while some being bi-phasic (i.e. AKT,
MAPK, CDK).

As “membrane trafficking” and “vesicle transport” were major
affected pathways, we looked for proteins that could be involved in
these pathways, and the vesicle trafficking protein SEC22 Homolog B
(SEC22B) S137 phosphorylation is one of top hit among these phos-
phopeptides in these pathways. Indeed, SEC22B S137 phosphorylation
was rapidly (i.e. >2min) and sustainably higher (>16-fold) with glu-
cagon treatment (Fig. 2a). Importantly, liver SEC22B S137 phosphor-
ylation, like glucagon, is also regulated by nutritional status (Fig. 2¢)*.
SEC22B S137 phosphorylation may be regulated by PKA activation as
mobilization of cAMP increases and inhibition of PKA decreases,
SEC22B S137 phosphorylation as judged from data taken from cell
culture studies (Fig. 2c)**. This fits with our data in that both PKA
activation (Fig. 1a, f) and SEC22B S137 phosphorylation (Fig. 2a) exhibit
a similar time-course of activation. Whether this is a direct effect of
PKA is unclear, as PKA does not seem to be a predicted kinase for the
SEC22B S137 motif; rather MEKKs and YANK kinase classes appear to
be better predicted direct upstream kinases (Fig. S2). Importantly, the
SEC22B S137 motif sequence is conserved in most multi-organ organ-
isms which require hormonal signaling for metabolic home-
ostasis (Fig. 2f).

Treating human SNU398 hepatoma cells overexpressing the glu-
cagon receptor (GCGR) with 1nM glucagon for 30 min robustly
increased p-PKA motif expression and CREB-S133 levels (Fig. S1f-h),
indicating the sensitivity of glucagon signaling in SNU398-GCGR cells.
We then assessed these human cell samples using phosphoproteomic
analysis. Although there was very little overlap between the phos-
phoproteomic profiles of the human hepatoma cell and rat liver sam-
ples (Fig. 2d, e), glucagon substantially increased SEC22B S137
phosphorylation (Fig. 2b, Supplementary Data 3), consistent with the
findings in the rat liver study.

Hepatic SEC22B silencing affects distinct metabolic outcomes
As liver SEC22B-S137 phosphorylation (Fig. 2c) and glucagon®*2* are
regulated by nutritional state, we next assessed whether SEC22B
silencing would affect metabolic regulation during starkly different
nutritional states: fasting and acute feeding®. To this end, we engi-
neered Adeno-Associated Viruses (AAVs) to expresses a pre-selected
engineered artificial microRNA (miR) to silence hepatocyte SEC22B
expression (Fig. S3a,e). While body, liver and adipose tissue weights
were not affected (Fig. S3b-d), hepatic SEC22B silencing clearly
affected aspects of lipid metabolism with liver triglyceride and
cholesterol levels being higher (Fig. 3a, b, Fig. S31) and serum tri-
glyceride and cholesterol levels being lower (Fig. 3c, d), with an
accumulation of certain acyl-carnitines in the serum particularly
during the fasted state (Fig. 3e-h). Serum levels of ketones bodies or
non-esterified fatty acid levels were affected by fasting as
expected®, but were not affected by SEC22B silencing (Fig. S3j,k).
Despite no differences in blood glucose (Fig. S3m), liver glycogen
accumulation in the refed state was blunted with SEC22B silencing
(Fig. S3n-0). In addition, certain serum amino acid levels known to be
affected by glucagon® were higher in the refed state in mice with
hepatocyte SEC22B silencing (Fig. 3e, i-k). Importantly, these miR-
mediated silencing effects were specific for SEC22B, as simultaneous
exogenous hepatocyte SEC22B expression (Fig. 30, p) rescued all of
the metabolic derangements observed with SEC22B silencing in the
refed state (Figs. 3q-s, S3p-v, S4a,b).
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Fig. 1| Glucagon induces rapid and dynamic changes in the liver phospho-
proteome. a Male Sprague Dawley rats were treated with vehicle (V) or glucagon
(G) (1.15 nM) for 2, 8 and 32 min (n = 4 rats per group) in situ. Western blot images of
liver phospho-protein kinase A (pPKA) motif protein substrates and control vin-
culin (VCL) were performed. b Principal component analysis (PCA) analysis via the
Phospho-Analyst platform from liver samples (using pooled VEH and GCG data sets,
n=11for VEH and n =12 for GCG). ¢ VENN diagram of liver phosphoproteomics data
from samples as in b (n =4 rats per group except VEH, 32 min: n=3). d Heatmap
plot of up-regulated (log2 fold change > 4) and down-regulated (log2 fold

change < -3) phosphopeptides across all time points from samples asin a (n =4 rats

per group except VEH, 32 min: n=3). The red arrow indicates SEC22B-S137. Source
data are provided as a Source Data file. e Pathway enrichment analysis using
EnrichR (Reactome Pathway Database) via the Phospho-Analyst platform (using
pooled VEH and GCG data sets, n =11 for VEH and n =12 for GCG). EnrichR using
Fisher’s exact test and corrected with Benjamini-Hochberg multiple testing. The
red arrow indicates the pathway in which SEC22B is involved. f Bubble plot of
predicated kinase activation from phosphoproteomics data. Statistical significance
was assessed using a one-sided Fisher’s exact test, with p-values adjusted by the
Benjamini-Hochberg method. Detailed statistical analysis is provided in the
“Phosphoproteomics-Based Kinase Prediction” section of the Methods.
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Fig. 2 | Glucagon increases SEC22B S137 phosphorylation levels. a SEC22B S137
phosphorylation levels of male Sprague Dawley rats treated with either vehicle
(VEH) or glucagon (GCG) (1.15 nM) for 2, 8 and 32 min (n =4 rats per group except
VEH, 32 min: n = 3) in situ. Statistical tests used were two-way ANOVA with Holm-
Sidak post-hoc tests. Difference in treatment: ***P < 0.001. b SEC22B S137 phos-
phorylation levels of SNU398-GCGR cells treated with either vehicle (VEH) or glu-
cagon (GCG) (1 nM) for 30 min (n =4 per group). Significance was determined using
an unpaired two-tailed Student’s t-test. Difference in treatment: ***P < 0.001. ¢ Data
mining of liver SEC22B S137 levels from other phosphoproteomics studies via

qPTM database. d-e Venn diagrams shows the overlap of up-regulated (log2 fold
change > 1, P value < 0.05) and down-regulated (log2 fold change < -1, P value <
0.05) phospho-proteins (d-e) between rat and human cell lines. f Amino acid
residue alignment of phospho-motif sequence SEC22B in different organisms.
Source data are provided as a Source Data file. For box plots, data are displayed
from the minimum to maximum values, with all individual points shown. The
central line represents the median, the box spans the interquartile range (IQR) from
the first to third quartile, and the whiskers extend to the smallest and largest values
within 1.5 times the IQR from the quartiles (a, b).

As SEC22B manipulation affects amino acid metabolism, we
assessed several classical autophagy-related proteins, including
microtubule-associated protein 1 light chain 3 (LC3) and p62/SQSTM1,
in the fasting and refeeding study. While there were no significant

differences in p62, LC3B-1, or LC3B-II levels, SEC22B silencing resulted
in a higher LC3B-II/LC3B-I ratio during the fasting state (Fig. S3a, f-i).

Since SEC22B affects multiple metabolic aspects, particularly
causing lipid accumulation in the liver, we investigated whether
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SEC22B silencing could lead to liver damage. Liver injury markers
including alanine aminotransferase (ALT) and aspartate amino-
transferase (AST) were higher in the SEC22B silencing group (Fig. 3t, u).
However, no fibrosis development was observed using picrosirius red
(PSR) staining during the short-term SEC22B silencing study (Fig. S4c).
Additionally, unbiased histological scoring of H&E images showed no
significant changes in the NAFLD Activity Score, including steatosis,
lobular inflammation, or hepatocyte ballooning (Fig. S4d-g).

To determine whether SEC22B has sex-specific effects, we repe-
ated the refeeding experiment with female mice. Consistent with the

Gfp

Sec22b

Serum ALT
(U) 200
150

5 100

50

Gfp Sec22b Gfp

Sec22b

results observed in male mice, SEC22B silencing (Fig. S4h, i) did not
affect blood glucose, body weight, liver weight, or adipose tissue
weight (Fig. S4j-m). Importantly, SEC22B silencing depleted liver gly-
cogen, resulted in higher liver triglyceride and liver cholesterol levels
and lower serum triglyceride and serum cholesterol levels (Fig.
S4n-r,u,v). Furthermore, SEC22B silencing induced higher serum ala-
nine and glycine levels (Fig. S4s,t). These results indicate the metabolic
effects of SEC22B are conserved in both males and females.
Although vesicle trafficking can affect proximal glucagon
signaling”, SEC22B silencing (Fig. S5a) did not affect this as judged by

Nature Communications | (2024)15:8390


www.nature.com/naturecommunications

Article

https://doi.org/10.1038/s41467-024-52703-w

Fig. 3 | Hepatic SEC22B silencing affects serum and liver metabolites in fasting
and refeeding conditions. a Liver triglyceride levels of male C57BI/6 N mice
administered with adeno-associated viruses expressing a microRNA to silence
Sec22b (miR-Sec22b) or a negative control (miR-NC) and fasted for 16 h (fasting) or
fasted and then refed for 5-6 h (refeeding). Data are mean +s.e.m.; n =35 mice per
group. Statistical tests used were 2-way ANOVA with Holm-Sidak post-hoc tests.
Dotted line shows the main effect. Difference between fasting and refeeding:
#P<0.05, ##P < 0.01, ###P < 0.001; Difference between miR-NC and miR-Sec22b:
*P<0.05, *P<0.01, **P<0.001 b Liver cholesterol levels of mice as in a. ¢ Serum
triglyceride levels of mice as in a. d Serum cholesterol levels of mice as in a. e A
heatmap of serum acyl-carnitine and amino acid species of mice (n=5 mice per
group except Fasting & miR-NC group: n = 4). Abbreviations for serum amino acids
and acylcarnitines are provided in Supplementary Data 5. f-h Select serum acyl-
carnitine species levels of mice as in e. i-k Select serum amino acid species levels of
mice as in e. I-n Select serum amino acid species levels of male C57BI/6 N mice

administered with adeno-associated viruses expressing a microRNA to silence
Sec22b (miR-Sec22b) or a negative control (miR-NC), with Flag-tagged Sec22b
cDNA (Sec22b) or a control (Gfp), these mice are fasted and then refed for 5-6 h.
Data are mean + s.e.m.; n=>5 mice per group. Statistical tests used were 2-way
ANOVA with Holm-Sidak post-hoc tests. Difference between fasting and refeeding:
#P<0.05, ##P< 0.01, ###P< 0.001; Difference between miR-NC and miR-Sec22b:
*P<0.05,*P< 0.01, **P< 0.001. o: Liver western blot images of SEC22B, FLAG, GFP
and control VCL of mice as in I. p Western blot quantification of 0. Samples were
obtained from the same experiment, and blots were processed simultaneously.

q Liver oil-red O stain images of mice as in I. Images are representative of three
individual mice per group. Scale bar: 100 um. r Serum triglyceride levels of mice as
in I. s Serum cholesterol levels of mice as in I. t Serum ALT levels of mice asin I.
u Serum AST levels of mice as in I. Source data are provided as a Source Data file.
Exact P-values are provided in Supplementary Data 6.

acute glucagon (10 nmol/kg IUB288%; stimulated phospho-PKA motif
protein phosphorylation (Fig. 4a, b) in the 3 h fasted state. Hepatocyte
loss of SEC22B did affect glucagon-stimulated hyperglycemia (Fig.
S5b,c), but this appeared to be related to silencing effects on lowering
liver glycogen levels independent of glucagon (Fig. S5d). Similar to our
prior study (Fig. 3), liver SEC22B silencing affected serum and liver
lipid metabolism (Fig. 4¢, d; Fig. S5e, f) independent of acute glucagon
treatment. However, hepatic SEC22B silencing raised the serum levels
of multiple amino acid species selectively under acute glucagon
treatment conditions (Fig. 4e-j, Fig. S5g-k).

Hepatic SEC22B phosphorylation affects glucagon action

Next, we wanted to assess the specific role of SEC22B S137-
phosphorylation in glucagon effects on metabolism. To this end, we
simultaneously silenced and expressed wildtype and S137A mutant
forms of SEC22B in liver hepatocytes (Fig. S51) and assessed effects of
chronic glucagon treatment in mice (10 nmol/kg/d IUB288 for 2 wk).
Importantly, the S to A mutation renders the site completely resistant
to phosphorylation”. Despite expected effects of chronic glucagon on
body weight and blood glucose®, these were not affected by hepato-
cyte SEC22B manipulation (Fig. S5m,n). In contrast, liver glycogen
levels were lowered by glucagon in a SEC22B dependent manner which
was partly reliant on SEC22B-S137 phosphorylation (Fig. 4k). Similar
results were observed for serum urea levels (Fig. 41), which prompted
us to investigate amino acid metabolism. Almost all serum levels of
amino acids were substantially lowered by chronic glucagon treatment
(Fig. 4m), in a hepatic SEC22B-dependent manner, which was at least
partially dependent on SEC22B S137 phosphorylation (Fig. 4n-s,
Fig. S5q-v).

In terms of lipid parameters, hepatic SEC22B manipulation
resulted in mild effects on serum and liver cholesterol levels (Fig. S50-
p). In contrast, liver triglyceride levels were clearly modulated by
SEC22B regardless of S137 phosphorylation (Fig. 4t). Further studies
are clearly required to delineate the mode of action of SEC22B on lipid
metabolism, particularly as glucagon-receptor signaling affects hepa-
tocellular fatty acid metabolism®~?, with implications on fatty liver
disease™**>**, Strikingly, serum triglyceride levels were clearly influ-
enced by SEC22B in a S137-dependent manner (Fig. 4u).

The mechanisms of how hepatic SEC22B and SEC22B-S137 phos-
phorylation mediate metabolic effects of glucagon could be diverse as
SEC22B plays a role in cellular processes such as autophagy®~¢, ER-
Golgi trafficking”>°, and plasma membrane expansion®’, and is
essential for early embryonic development®. To interrogate such
mechanisms, we took an unbiased approach and conducted liver
hepatocellular-SEC22B interactome investigations by performing affi-
nity enrichment mass spectrometry of SEC22B-WT and SEC22B-S137A
with and without glucagon treatment in vivo (Fig. S6a,b; Supplemen-
tary Data 4). In particular, we silenced endogenous hepatocyte SEC22B
by using our AAV-miR and simultaneously expressed a control cDNA

(GFP) or flag-tagged wildtype- or a S137A mutant-SEC22B in hepato-
cytes using AAVs, and acutely treated with ITUB288 (10 nmol/kg) or a
vehicle. These samples were then subjected to Flag-affinity purification
LC/MS proteomics analyzes. Importantly, our background negative
control showed a distinct separation on principal component analysis,
and the four groups display distinct interactomes (Fig. S6¢). The vol-
cano plots indicate in all cases, SEC22B was strongly and significantly
enriched (Fig. S6d-g). We selected an enrichment cut-off of Log,(fold
change) >4 (that is, 16x enrichment over control samples) with a sig-
nificance cut-off of FDR < 0.05. Using this criteria, 92 proteins were
identified as high confidence interacting proteins with SEC22B.

SEC22B has a stable interactome of 39 proteins enriched in all
groups (Fig. 5a) with most of the proteins (n=33) are involved in the
endomembrane system. These proteins also play roles in SNARE binding
(NSF, SCFD1, STX5, SNAP47, NBAS), protein transport (GOSR1, STXI18,
STX5) and macro-autophagy (RETREG3, SCFDI1, RETREG2, STBD1), which
implicates SEC22B in a variety of roles including protein trafficking® >’
and autophagy®***. Glucagon induced a greater enrichment of 44 more
protein-protein interactions with SEC22B, with 20 of these proteins
selectively interacting with SEC22B-WT (Fig. 5a). For these 20 proteins, 17
of them are linked to endoplasmic reticulum membrane function
through Gene Ontology term analysis and include proteins such as ZW10,
NATS, PGRMCI, GPAT4, RDH11, ATL3 (Fig. 5b). These 20 proteins are
involved in a variety of pathways including vesicle-mediated transport
(NAPG, ZW10), protein metabolic process (i.e. NATS8), regulation of
autophagy (i.e. RNF5) and lipid metabolic process (i.e. ACSLS, GPAT4).
These proteins may thus contribute to the metabolic effects of SEC22B-
S137 phosphorylation during glucagon action.

Functional enrichment analysis revealed that SEC22B bound
proteins during glucagon treatment that were significantly enriched in
oxidoreductase activity, lipid droplet and endoplasmic reticulum-
Golgi intermediate compartment membrane. Many pathways such as
heme binding, soluble NSF attachment protein activity and cysteine-S-
conjugate N-acetyltransferase activity that were enriched in the
SEC22B-WT group to a greater extent than the SEC22B-S137A interac-
tion group (Fig. 5c¢, d). The endoplasmic reticulum membrane
(GO:0005789, cellular component) and oxidoreductase activity
(G0:0016491, molecular function) GO pathways were enriched in both
glucagon-induced SEC22B-WT and SEC22B-S137A groups. However,
the amount of proteins involved in these pathways in SEC22B-S137A
group was considerably less than in the SEC22B-WT group (Fig. S6h-i).
Overall, glucagon dramatically changed the SEC22B interactome
revealing a substantial role of the SEC22B-S137 phosphorylation site.

Discussion

Here we demonstrate that glucagon stimulation engages a wide array
of liver signaling events as measured using time-resolved phospho-
proteomics. Furthermore, we delineate pathways and processes acti-
vated by glucagon, and predict the kinases that are involved. Of the
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pathways engaged, “membrane trafficking” and “vesicle mediated
transport” were particularly enriched, with SEC22 Homolog B, Vesicle
Trafficking Protein (SEC22B) Serine 137 phosphorylation rapidly and
potently increased by glucagon. Loss- and gain-of-function experi-
ments demonstrated that hepatocyte SEC22B and SEC22B-S137 phos-
phorylation, were required for nutritional and glucagon-stimulated
alterations in glycogen, lipid, and amino acid metabolism. Hepatocyte-
specific interactome studies of SEC22B revealed that vesicle transport,
endoplasmic reticulum compartment protein and some metabolic
proteins could be involved in certain actions of SEC22B, some of which

were altered with glucagon simulation in a SEC22B-S137 phosphor-
ylation dependent manner (Fig. 6).

Phosphorylation plays a crucial role in modulating SNARE protein
functionality, it regulates protein interactions and complexes, mod-
ulates membrane fusion dynamics, and ultimately influences cellular
secretion pathways*. In the current study, SEC22B S137 phosphor-
ylation is involved in almost all metabolic actions of glucagon,
including glycogen metabolism, lipid metabolism, and amino acid
metabolism. However, the mechanism by which hepatic SEC22B and
SEC22B-S137 phosphorylation mediates the metabolic effects of
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Fig. 4 | Hepatic SEC22B-S137 phosphorylation modulates distinct metabolic
actions of glucagon. a Liver western blot images of liver phospho-protein kinase A
(pPKA) motif protein substrates and control vinculin (VCL) from male C57Bl/6 N
mice administered with adeno-associated viruses expressing a microRNA to silence
Sec22b (miR-Sec22b) or a negative control (miR-NC) and fasted for 2 h acutely
treated with saline (VEH) or acyl-glucagon (GCG). Images are of 3 individual mice
per group. b Western blot quantification of liver phospho-PKA motif protein
expression as in a. Samples were obtained from the same experiment, and blots
were processed simultaneously. Data are mean *s.e.m.; n=5 mice per group. Sta-
tistical tests used were 2-way ANOVA with Holm-Sidak post-hoc tests. Dotted line
indicates a main effect. Difference between vehicle and glucagon: #P < 0.05,
##P < 0.01, ###P < 0.001; Difference between miR-NC and miR-Sec22b: *P < 0.05,
**P<0.01, **P<0.001. c Liver triglyceride levels of mice as in b. d Serum trigly-
ceride levels of mice as in b. e-j Select serum amino acid levels of mice as in b.

k Liver glycogen levels of male C57BI/6 N mice administered with adeno-associated

viruses expressing a microRNA to silence Sec22b (miR-Sec22b) or a negative con-
trol (miR-NC), and/or AAV-Sec22b wildype (WT) or S137A mutant (S137A) cDNA
(Sec22b) or a control (GFP) and treated with either saline (VEH) or acyl-glucagon
(GCG) chronically for 2 wk. Data are mean + s.e.m.; n = 6 mice per group. Statistical
tests used include unpaired two-tailed Student T-test (for miR-NC&GFP&VEH and
miR-NC&GFP&GCG) and 2-way ANOVA (for all the glucagon treated groups) with
Holm-Sidak post-hoc tests. Difference between vehicle and glucagon: &P<0.05,
&&P<0.01, &&&P < 0.001; Difference between miR-NC and miR-Sec22b: #P < 0.05,
##P< 0.01, ###P < 0.001; Difference in GFP, SEC22B-WT and SEC22B-S137A:
*P<0.05,*P<0.01,**P<0.001.1Serum urea levels of mice as in k. m A heatmap of
serum amino acid species of mice as in k. Abbreviations for serum amino acids are
provided in Supplementary Data 5. n-s Selected amino acid levels of mice as in k.
t Liver triglyceride levels of mice as in k. u Serum triglyceride levels of mice as in k.
Source data are provided as a Source Data file. Exact P-values are provided in
Supplementary Data 6.

glucagon is unclear. The S137 site of SEC22B is located within the
coiled-coil domain (AA 134-194), which is a critical region for facilitat-
ing interactions among SNARE proteins*®. Furthermore, phosphoryla-
tion within the coiled-coil domain of SNARE proteins is known to
regulate SNARE function*’. This indicates that phosphorylation at
SEC22B-S137 might influence protein interactions, potentially affecting
the functionality or stability of the SNARE complex. To investigate the
potential mechanisms behind the differential effects of the SEC22B
$137A mutant, an unbiased assessment of the liver hepatocyte-SEC22B
interactome was investigated by co-immunoprecipitation and mass
spectrometry assays. This technology enabled the identification of
direct protein interactions of SEC22B, aiding to the understanding of
intricate protein assembly into complexes and network formation®’.

The SEC22B interactome study identified a broad array of proteins
interacting with SEC22B, primarily associated with the endomembrane
system (Fig. 5, Fig. S6; Supplementary Data 4). These proteins are
involved in SNARE binding, protein transport, and macro-autophagy
pathways, emphasizing SEC22B’s involvement in intracellular protein
transportation”’*° and autophagy processes®. The influence of glu-
cagon on SEC22B revealed a notable increase in protein interactions
related to pathways like endoplasmic reticulum membrane, oxidor-
eductase activity, and cellular lipid metabolism. However, the SEC22B-
S137A phosphorylation mutant displayed a reduced number of asso-
ciated proteins in these pathways compared to SEC22B-WT under
glucagon stimulation (Fig. 5). Moreover, several metabolic pathways
enriched in the SEC22B-WT group during glucagon action, such as
soluble NSF attachment protein activity and cysteine-S-conjugate
N-acetyltransferase activity, were not enriched in the SEC22B-S137A
group (Fig. 5). These observations suggest that the SEC22B-S137A
mutant might partially impede the protein-protein interactions trig-
gered by glucagon. Our studies add SEC22B to the emerging repertoire
of membrane-trafficking proteins that regulate liver metabolic
processes*s,

Glucagon plays a pivotal role in amino acid metabolism®, which is
thought to be mediated via effects on acute regulation of amino acid
transport and intracellular metabolism but also chronically via reg-
ulating the expression of amino acid metabolic machinery*>*. This is
exemplified by studies showing a critical role of the hepatocyte glu-
cagon receptor in systemic amino acid metabolism®**. However, here
we provide evidence that an intracellular vesicle transport protein
SEC22B and its phosphorylation at S137 plays a key role in regulating
amino acid metabolism under different nutritional states (Fig. 3) and
during glucagon action (Fig. 4). The specific mechanisms by which
SEC22B influences amino acid metabolism remain elusive. SEC22B is
known to participate in autophagy*®, which could potentially impact
amino acid metabolism®. In breast cancer cells, the ubiquitin ligase
RNF5 has the capability to stimulate ubiquitination and subsequent
degradation of the L-glutamine carrier proteins SLCIAS5 and SLC38A2,
which would decrease glutamine uptake”. A previous study has

demonstrated that the inactivation of the COPII protein SEC24C can
facilitate the degradation of the amino acid transporter SLC6A14°,
Therefore, it might be possible that glucagon-induced SEC22B inter-
action with RNF5 could affect amino acid transporters, and further
influence amino acid metabolism. The roles of SEC22B in glucagon
signaling to affect amino acid metabolism are important as they could
have effects on pancreatic alpha cell hyperplasia®**, enhanced energy
expenditure®*°, and lean tissue wasting®>°".

In terms of lipid metabolism, hepatic SEC22B silencing clearly
lowered serum triglyceride and cholesterol levels and raised liver
triglyceride levels (Figs. 3, 4). Such effects of liver glucagon-SEC22B
on triglyceride-rich lipoprotein metabolism, together with effects
on HDL/LDL-cholesterol®* (Figs. 3, 4), may have implications for
mechanisms and potential treatments of blood lipoprotein-related
diseases such as atherosclerosis®. This result is consistent with a role
for SEC22B in very low density lipoprotein (VLDL) vesicle trafficking
from the Golgi apparatus within the hepatocyte®, which is supported
by findings showing that SEC22B is a component of the VLDL transport
vesicle®’. These were in vitro primary hepatocyte studies, and we now
show that hepatocellular SEC22B clearly regulates serum lipoprotein
levels in vivo. Furthermore, our hepatocyte SEC22B interactome stu-
dies demonstrate that many proteins involved in the ER-Golgi interface
were enriched (Fig. 5; Supplementary Data 4), which is a cellular site of
lipoprotein biogenesis and maturation®, thereby suggesting that this
may be the cellular site where SEC22B affects hepatic lipoprotein
metabolism. Recently, silencing of SEC22B in hepatoma cells was also
shown to affect lipid droplet fusion process in a complex with SNAP23
and STX18%. This resulted in lower levels of large lipid droplets in these
cells. However, in our studies we observed the presence of greater
amounts of total hepatic triglyceride levels and larger lipid droplets in
hepatocytes as judged by histology (Figs. 3, 4; Fig. S3). The dis-
crepancies between these observations could potentially arise from
differences between in vivo and in vitro conditions, variations in
cell types (mature hepatocytes versus hepatoma)®’ (Fig. 2d, e), or the
distinct impacts of SEC22B on VLDL transport versus lipid droplet
fusion. Indeed, our interactome results (Supplementary Data 4)
demonstrate that SEC22B interacts with SXN18 but not SNAP23 in
mature fully differentiated hepatocytes in vivo, potentially explaining
this discrepancy.

Glucagon is known to affect both liver triglyceride levels and VLDL
production rates via the hepatocyte glucagon receptor®*2. However,
the precise mechanism through which glucagon suppresses lipopro-
tein secretion remains unclear. In the chronic glucagon study, re-
expressing of Sec22b-WT notably increased serum triglyceride levels
compared to the SEC22B knockdown group. Interestingly, the re-
expression of Sec22b-S137A further elevated serum triglyceride levels
in comparison to Sec22b-WT. This investigation suggests that SEC22B,
and SEC22B phosphorylation, may represent a key target for glucagon
in regulating triglyceride secretion. The mechanism of how SEC22B
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phosphorylation regulates triglyceride secretion may relate to the
higher enrichment of proteins involved in cellular lipid metabolic
processes as well as SNARE activity in the SEC22B-WT versus SEC22B
S137A mutant under glucagon-treated conditions (Fig. 5). While liver
triglyceride levels were increased in the SEC22B knockdown group
compared to the AAV control group, the re-expression of both Sec22b-

WT and Sec22b-S137A mutants led to significant reductions in hepatic
triglyceride levels (Fig. 4t). Therefore, compared with Sec22b-WT,
Sec22b-S137 phosphorylation has a distinct effect on serum triglycer-
ide but not on liver triglyceride (Fig. 4t,u). Theoretically, a reduced
VLDL-triglyceride secretion from the liver may cause hepatocellular
triglyceride buildup®®. The current study indicates that the
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Fig. 5 | The glucagon-related hepatocyte SEC22B interactome is modulated by
S137 phosphorylation. a Male C57BI/6 N mice administered with adeno-associated
viruses expressing a microRNA to silence Sec22b (miR-Sec22b) with re-expressing
of Sec22b cDNA (Sec22b-WT or Sec22b-S137A) or a AAV control (miR-NC & Gfp).
The mice were acutely treated with either saline (VEH) or acyl-glucagon (GCG)
(n=3/group). Co-immunoprecipitation proteomics analysis of the liver lysates was
then conducted. VENN diagram summarizes the amount of proteins interacting
with SEC22B under the different conditions (enriched proteins: Log2 >4, FDR <

0.05). b Functional enrichment analysis of 20 proteins which exclusively bounded
with SEC22B (in Sec22b-WT + Glucagon group). ¢ Gene ontology enrichment ana-
lysis of glucagon induced proteins bound with SEC22B-WT protein (Sec22b-WT +
GCG/Sec22b-WT + VEH). d Gene ontology enrichment analysis of glucagon induced
proteins bound with SEC22B-S137A mutant proteins (Sec22b-S137A + GCG/Sec22b-
WT + VEH). For enrichment analysis, g:GOSt tool was used on the gProfiler web
server to perform functional enrichment. g:GOSt utilizes Fisher’s one-tailed test and
applies multiple testing correction by default.
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Fig. 6 | A graphical summary of this study. Top panel: rat liver perfusion
experiments reveal the time resolved glucagon-regulated phosphoproteome to
identify vesicle trafficking and SEC22B as potential players. Middle panel: molecular
physiology experiments reveal that hepatic SEC22B and SEC22B-S137

phosphorylation are required for glucagon-regulated metabolism. Bottom panel:
hepatic SEC22B interactome experiments unveil mechanisms by which SEC22B and
S137 phosphorylation may regulate metabolism downstream of glucagon. Created
in BioRender. Wu, Y. (2023) BioRender.com/j53f752.

accumulation of liver triglycerides and the reduction of triglyceride
secretion from the liver can be regulated independently. It could be
that SEC22B silencing is producing other more widespread effects that
cannot be explained by SEC22B-S137 phosphorylation only. Indeed,
the SEC22B interactome was reasonably stable and only partially
modified by the SEC22B-S137A mutant (Fig. 5; Supplementary Data 4).
Nevertheless, the differences seen in liver triglyceride and serum tri-
glyceride seen between the SEC22B-WT and SEC22B-S137A mutant are
clear and point towards a clear separation of these processes during
glucagon stimulation.

A well-described metabolic action of glucagon is to affect gly-
cogen metabolism by stimulating glycogenolysis'®. This is mainly
thought to occur via actions on the glycogen phosphorylase
system'. Here we demonstrate that hepatic loss of SEC22B lowers
liver glycogen concentrations (Figs. S3,S5), and that glucagon-
mediated effects on glycogenolysis appears to be partly dependent
on SEC22B-S137 phosphorylation (Fig. 4k). While the mechanistic
bases of how SEC22B loss affects hepatic glycogen metabolism is
still unclear, our interactome experiments shed some light on this.
Indeed, several proteins involved in glycogen metabolism were
found to interact with SEC22B, including glycogen synthase (GYS2)*’
and starch-binding-domain-containing protein 1 (STBD1)”°, and
these could play a role.

In summary, here we demonstrate that phosphorylation of
SEC22B is a hepatocellular signaling node mediating specific metabolic
actions of glucagon, and provide a rich resource for future investiga-
tions on the biology of glucagon action on metabolism and beyond.

Limitations

There are some limitations of our phosphoproteomic workflow which
could lead to biased information yielded. In particular, the tryptic
digestion used could introduce bias in phosphosite identification, as
well as with the TiO,-based enrichment Tyr-phosphorylations being
underrepresented in comparison to Thr- and Ser-phosphorylations,
just based on the fact that there are less frequent. Also, despite the
enrichment, very low abundant phosphosites were probably not
detected if they fell below the sensitivity threshold of the mass spec-
trometer. While we could identify SEC22B phosphorylation to be
affected by glucagon in human hepatoma cells, whether SEC22B
phosphorylation modulates glucagon actions in human hepatocytes is
not known. Our data show that SEC22B phosphorylation is required for
certain metabolic actions of glucagon, but whether it is sufficient to
affect metabolic changes is presently unclear. Lastly, while phos-
phorylation is clearly important, future studies should focus on the
role of the plethora of other post-translational modifications of
proteins” that can potentially encompass the hepatocellular signaling
network of glucagon.

Methods

Inclusion and ethics

All authors have made substantial contributions to the conception or
design of the work; or the acquisition, analysis, or interpretation of
data; or the creation of new software used in the work; or have drafted
the work or substantively revised it. All authors have approved the
submitted version and have agreed to be personally accountable for
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the author’s own contributions. All mouse experiments were per-
formed in accordance with the NHMRC Australian Code of Practice for
the Care and Use of Animals was approved by the MARP-2 Animal
Ethics Committee of Monash University (Approval 27814) and the
University of New South Wales Animal Ethics committee (Approval
AEC1836B).

Recombinant viruses

To silence SEC22B, we used BLOCK-iT™ RNAi Designer (https://
rnaidesigner.thermofisher.com/rnaiexpress/) to design miRNAs target-
ing the 3’ UTR of SEC22B. Oligonucleotides targeting mouse Sec22b (5~
TGCTGTTGAAAGTCAATCACACTGCTGTTTTGGCCACTGACTGACAGC
AGTGTTTGACTTTCAA-3) as well as non-specific negative control oli-
gonucleotides (5-TGCTGAAATGTACTGCGCGTGGAGACGTTTTGGCCA
CTGACTGACGTCTCCACGCAGTACATTTCAGG-3) and these were
cloned into pcDNA6.2-GW/EmGFP-miR (BLOCK-iT Pol II miR RNAi
Expression Vector Kit; Invitrogen). Mouse Flag-tagged Sec22b cDNA was
obtained from Sino Biological (MG53072-NF). Mutagenesis of Ser 137 to
Ala in Sec22b was performed with the Q5 site-directed mutagenesis kit
from NEB (E0554). The designed control or specific artificial micro-RNAs
and overexpression constructs were then cloned into AAV genome
plasmids and put under the control of a hepatocyte-specific LP1-
promoter>. rAAV8-mut6 were established, purified and titered as
described previously’>”. In particular, AAV vectors were purified using
iodixanol step gradients and titrated as previously described’*. For AAV
genome quantification/titration, the vectors were subjected to alkaline
lysis followed by quantitative qPCR using SYBR Green. A vector equili-
brated against the AAV2-RSS served as standard.

Animal experiments

Male Sprague-Dawley rats (Animal Resources Centre, Perth, Australia)
or male C57BI/6 N mice (Monash Animal Research Platform, Clayton,
Australia) were used for experiments. Unless stated otherwise, male
mice aged 7-8 weeks upon arrival, were acclimatized to the local
housing facility (12-12 h light-dark cycle, 22-24 °C) for one week prior
to experimentation and were fed a standard rodent chow diet
(8720610, Barastoc, Australia).

Male Sprague-Dawley rats were used for the in situ liver glucagon
treatment studies. Each weighed ~160 grams and were not subjected to
fasting. They were anesthetized using a combination of 75 mg/kg
ketamine and 10 mg/kg xylazine. Following this, they underwent a
laparotomy procedure. The rat’s liver was excised post-perfusion, a
process executed in a non-re-circulating mode, akin to methods pre-
viously documented”>”. Initially, the portal vein was cannulated in situ,
and the atria were incised to facilitate the liver’s perfusion with 20 ml
of a modified Krebs-Ringer solution (composition: NaCl 128 mM,
MOPS 10 mM, KCI 6 mM, MgS04.7H20 1.18 mM, CalCI2 1.29 mM, BSA
(FFA) 0.2%, 1x MEM essential amino acids solution, 1x MEM non-
essential amino acids solution, 1x MEM vitamin solution, 0.5 mM L-
Glutamine, pH 7.4). The perfusion continued at a rate of 2 ml/min.
Concurrently, the vena cava was cannulated before the liver was
removed. Post excision, the liver's weight was recorded, and it was
promptly connected to a custom-built, temperature-regulated organ
perfusion apparatus. The perfusion then persisted at 2 mlg”min™ with
a media that had been oxygenated (O,: 95%; CO,: 5% at 37 °C). After a
stabilization period of 40 min, the liver was perfused with glucagon
(Glucagen®, Novo-Nordisk; 1.15nM) or vehicle (saline) for 2, 8, and
32 min (6 groups, n=3-4 rats per group), and excised liver samples
were snap-frozen in liquid nitrogen for subsequent analysis. A rapid
time-course design was chosen as GPCR signaling is known to be rapid
and temporal dynamics are important for physiology’’, and these
aspects are yet to be explored for glucagon receptor signaling in the
liver. The concentration of 1.15nM was chosen as a slightly supra-
physiological concentration (concentrations can reach 0.4 nM in the
portal vein®* in order to stimulate all glucagon receptors maximally.

For the hepatocyte-specific Sec22b knockdown in the fasting and
refeeding study, we conducted experiments where following accli-
mation, mice were administered a total of 1.0 x 10" virus genomes (Vg)
of adeno-associated viruses (AAV) miR-NC or miR-Sec22b per mouse
via the tail vein (n=10 per AAV group). After 18 days, all mice under-
went fasting from 6 pm to 8 am. At 8 am, half of the mice (n=5/group/
condition) from each AAV group were culled and tissues were col-
lected. The remaining mice were culled after 5-6 hours of refeeding.

For the hepatocyte-specific Sec22b re-introduction in the
refeeding study, we applied AAV-mediated SEC22B ablate & replace
strategy whereby the miR targets the 3'UTR thereby silencing the
endogenous transcript and the replace the transcript can be replaced
with an exogenous cDNA. A total of 2.0 x10" virus genomes were
administrated per mouse via the tail vein (n = 5 per group), for negative
control: 1.0 x 10" miR-NC + 1.0 x 10" Gfp; for overexpression: 1.0 x 10"
miR-NC+1.0x10" Sec22b-WT; for silencing: 1.0x10" miR-
Sec22b+1.0x10" Gfp; for re-introduction: 1.0x10" miR-
Sec22b +1.0 x 10" vg of Sec22b-WT. 18 days later, all mice were sub-
jected to fasting from 6 pm to 8 am, followed by refeeding at 8 am.
After 5 h of refeeding, the mice were culled, and their tissues collected
for further analyzes. This is a standard fasting-refeeding protocol®.

For the hepatocyte-specific Sec22b knockdown in the acute gluca-
gon study, 1.0 x 10" Vg of AAV miR-NC and miR-Sec22b per mouse were
administered (n=10 per AAV group). After 2 weeks, all mice were sub-
jected to fasting from 10 am to 1 am. After 3 h of fasting, 100 pL of either
saline (VEH) or GCG (10 nmol/kg IUB288, Auspep, cat #BF20342)*® were
administered intraperitoneally (n=5/group/condition). Blood glucose
was measured before (0 min) and after injection (30 min, 60 min and
120 min). Mice were culled 2 h post injection and tissues were collected.

For the hepatocyte-specific Sec22b mutant in the chronic gluca-
gon study, 2.0 x 10" Vg of AAV per mouse were administered via tail
vein. The study groups included: group 1, 1x 10" AAV-miR-NC +1 x 10"
AAV-Gfp, VEH; group 2, 1x10" AAV-miR-NC +1x 10" AAV-Gfp, GCG;
group 3, 1x10" AAV-miR-NC +1 x 10" AAV-Sec22b-WT, GCG; group 4,
1x10" AAV-miR-NC +1 x 10" AAV-Sec22b-S137A, GCG; group 5,1x 10"
AAV-miR-Sec22b +1 x 10" AAV-Gfp, GCG; GCG; group 6, 1x10" AAV-
miR-Sec22b +1 x 10" AAV-Sec22b-WT, GCG; group 7, 1x 10" AAV-miR-
Sec22b +1x 10" AAV-Sec22b-S137A, GCG; One week later, 100 pL of
GCG (IUB288; 10 nmol/kg) or VEH were administered intraperitoneally
daily for 2 weeks (n = 6/group/condition). Mice were culled on the day
following the final injection and their tissues were collected.

For the co-immunoprecipitation (Co-IP) of FLAG-tagged SEC22B
mass spectrometry experiments, 2.0 x 10" Vg of AAV per mouse were
administered via tail vein. The study groups included: group 1, 1 x 10"
AAV-miR-NC +1x10" AAV-Gfp, VEH; group 2, 1x10" AAV-miR-
Sec22b +1x10" AAV-Sec22b-WT, VEH; group 3, 1x10" AAV-miR-
Sec22b +1x10" AAV-Sec22b-137A, VEH; group 4, 1x10" AAV-miR-
Sec22b +1x10" AAV-Sec22b-WT, GCG; group 5, 1x10" AAV-miR-
Sec22b +1x 10" AAV-Sec22b-137A, GCG. Two weeks later, mice were
fasted for 3 h (from 6 am to 9 am), 100 uL of either VEH or GCG were
administrated.

After a 15-minute injection period, mice were culled and blood
and liver samples were collected. A small liver piece (~50 mg) was
placed in an ice-cold buffer (20 mM HEPES-KOH pH 7.6, 220 mM
mannitol, 70 mM sucrose, 1mM EDTA, 0.5mM PMSF), with freshly
added Protease Inhibitor Cocktail (Roche, cat #05892791001) and
PhosSTOP™ (Roche, cat #4906837001). The liver piece was then
chopped into small pieces and homogenized using a Dounce homo-
genizer (Kimble, cat #KMBL-885301-0007 and cat #885303-0007).

Affinity enrichment mass spectrometry

Affinity enrichment. Total liver protein content was determined by
taking 20 pL of the liver homogenate was further diluted into 400 pL of
ddH20, and a BCA assay (Thermo Scientific, cat #23227) was per-
formed to determine the protein concentration. Subsequently, the
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liver homogenate was solubilized in 550 uL (1 pg/uL) of 1% (w/v) digi-
tonin in 1x solubilization buffer, along with 0.5 uL of benzonase, and
incubated on ice for 30 min. The solubilized samples were then clar-
ified through centrifugation at maximum speed (20817 x g) for
10 min at 4 °C.

The clarified lystates were subjected to affinity enrichment using
Flag M2 agarose beads as performed previously with minor
modifications’®”. Briefly, prewashed (with solubilization buffer) Flag
M2 agarose was incubated with solubilized liver lysates with rotation at
4 °C for 2 h. Following this, beads were subjected to extensive washing
(20 x 400 L) with wash buffer (solubilization buffer with 0.1% (w/v)
digitonin) using a vacuum manifold. Bound proteins were eluted from
the Flag beads by incubation with 100 pL of elution buffer (1x solubi-
lization buffer with 0.1% digitonin + 150 ug/mL FLAG peptide) and
rotation for 30 minutes at 4 °C, after which the elution was collected by
centrifugation at 4 °C, 300 x g for 1 min. This elution was performed a
total of three times and the three elutions were combined. Samples of
the input, unbound and elution fractions were taken for verification of
Sec22b-Flag pulldown by Western blot analysis was performed before
proceeding to sample preparation.

Proteomics sample preparation

Following elution, enriched proteins were precipitated with ice cold
acetone. The precipitated protein was pelleted (21,000 g, 10 min), and
subsequently solubilised and prepared for mass spectrometry using
S-TrapTM mini columns (Protifi) as per the manufacturer’s protocol,
and as performed previously, with minor modifications. In brief, the
precipitated protein was solubilised with 5% SDS, 50 mM triethy-
lammonium bicarbonate (TEAB). The proteins were subsequently
reduced with 10 mM TCEP (Pierce) and alkylated with 40 mM lodoa-
cetimide (Sigma). The pH was adjusted to <3 using 12% phosphoric
acid prior to loading onto the S-Trap columns. The columns were
washed four times with 10:90 ratio of 100 mM TEAB (pH 7.55):MeOH
before mass spectrometry grade Trypsin (Trypsin Gold, Promega) was
added at a 1:50 ratio. Samples were incubated at 37 °C overnight to
allow for trypsin digestion. Following digestion, the peptides were
eluted from the S-Trap column via sequential elutions with 80 uL
50 mM TEAB, 80 uL 0.2 % (v/v) formic acid (FA) and 80 uL 0.2 % (v/v)
FA, 50% (v/v) ACN. The eluates were dried via SpeedVac, and the dried
samples were resuspended in 12 uL 2 % (v/v) ACN and 0.1 % (v/v) FA,
before being transferred to MS vials for analysis.

Proteomics LC-MS/MS analysis

LC-MS/MS analysis was carried out as follows. 1l of the resuspended
sample was loaded onto a Q Exactive HF Hybrid Quadrupole-Orbitrap
Mass Spectrometer coupled with Ulimate-3000 nano RSLC (Thermo
Fisher Scientific) at a flow rate of 15 uL/min onto a trap column (PepMap
C18 100 pm =x2cm, 5 pm particle size, 100 A pore size; ThermoFisher
Scientific) which was maintained at a temperature of 40 °C. Peptides were
eluted from the trap column at a flow rate of 0.25uL/min through the
analytical column (PepMap CI8 analytical column 75 pum x 50 cm, 2 pm
particle size, 100 A pore size; ThermoFisher Scientific).

The HPLC gradient was set to 158 min. Buffer A was 2% ACN (v/v),
0.1% formic acid (FA) and Buffer B was 80% ACN (v/v), 0.1% FA. The
gradient started at 2.5% B before reaching 7.5% B after 3 min, 37.5% B
after 123 min, 42% B after 126 min and 99% B after 131 min before
dropping to 2.5% B at 138 min, for the remainder of the run. The mass
spectrometer was operated in a data-independent mode. 43 sequential
DIA windows (isolation width: 14 m/z) were acquired (375-975m/z;
resolution: 15.000; AGC target: 2e5; maximum IT: 22 ms; HCD Collision
energy: 27%) following a full ms1 scan (resolution: 60.000; AGC target:
3e6; maximum IT: 54 ms; scan range: 375-1575 m/z).

DIA data analysis was performed with Spectronaut (Version 16.3)*°
using a Direct DIA analysis approach. Spectra were searched against
the Mus musculus (UPO00000589) UniProt fasta database. Enzyme

specificity was set at Trypsin/P, the digest type was specific, with 2
missed cleavages allowed, a minimum peptide length of 7 and a
maximum peptide length set at 52. The imputing strategy was set as
global. Oxidation of methionine and protein N-terminal acetylation
were set as variable modifications. Carbamidomethylation of cysteines
was set as a fixed modification. All other settings were left as default.

Following identification and quantification, raw intensities were
exported to Perseus (Version: 1.6.15)% for filtering of known con-
taminants, GO term annotation and statistical analysis. P value was
determined using a two-sided Student T-test with a permutation-based
FDR adjustment. Proteins with an FDR < 0.05 and Log?2 (fold change) >
than 4 were considered enriched. Metaboanalyst 5.0 was used for
Principal Component Analysis®” and g:Profiler was used for functional
enrichment analysis®. VENNY** was applied to make the VENN dia-
gram. STRING platform® was used to visualize proteins involved in
gene ontology (GO) pathways.

Cell lines

The glucagon receptor (GCGR) overexpression cell line SNU398-GCGR
was established previously®. The cell line was cultured in RPMI 1640
medium supplemented with 10% fetal bovine serum, 1% penicillin/
streptomycin and 1pg/ml of puromycin, and maintained in an envir-
onment with 21% oxygen and 5% carbon dioxide.

Glucagon treatment on human cell line SNU398-GCGR
Glucagon treatment experiments were conducted with cells cultured
in RPMI 1640 medium containing 5% FBS, and treated with either 1 nM
glucagon (IUB288) or vehicle (media). After 30 min, the culture med-
ium was removed and cells were washed with ice-cold TBS. Excess TBS
was then removed, and lysis buffer (4% sodium deoxycholate (SDC) in
100 mM Tris-HCI, pH 8.5) was added directly to the tissue culture plate,
followed by gentle swirling to induce cell lysis. The resulting lysate was
transferred to an Eppendorf tube. To enhance lysis and deactivate
endogenous proteases and phosphatases, lysates were heat-treated at
95°C for 5min, with the samples inverted twice. After rapid cen-
trifugation, samples were snap-frozen in liquid nitrogen and stored at
-80 °C until further processing or shipment on dry ice to Monash
Proteomics & Metabolomics Platform (MPMF).

Phosphoproteomics analysis of human cell line SNU398 and rat
liver samples

All samples from both the human cell line SNU398 and rat liver were
subjected to phosphopeptide enrichment protocols. The human
samples utilized a Zr-IMAC based enrichment as described before®,
while the rat samples followed the TiO2 EasyPhos workflow®. The rat
liver samples were lysed in 4% sodium deoxycholate (SDC), 100 mM
Tris (pH 8.5), heat-treated for 5 min at 95 °C and further homogenized
with a probe sonicator (Soniprep 150, MSE). The lysates were reduced
with 10 mM TCEP (ThermoFisher), alkylated with 40 mM CAA (Sigma),
and digested overnight at 37 °C using LysC (Wako Chemicals) and
trypsin (Promega). A small aliquot of each sample was used for the
assessment of the total proteome, whilst the remaining samples were
subjected to phosphopeptide enrichment using either TiO2 or Zr-
IMAC beads as described in detail®. The desalted phosphopeptides
(1pg on column for each sample) were separated using a Dionex Ulti-
Mate 3000 RSLCnano system equipped with a Dionex UltiMate 3000
RS autosampler, an Acclaim PepMap RSLC analytical column
(75 um x 50 cm, nanoViper, C18, 2 um, 100 A; Thermo Scientific) and an
Acclaim PepMap 100 trap column (100 um x 2 cm, nanoViper, C18,
5um, 100 A; Thermo Scientific), the (phospho) peptides were sepa-
rated by increasing concentrations of 80% acetonitrile (ACN) / 0.1%
formic acid (FA) at a flow of 250 nL/min for 158 min. The rat and human
peptide samples were analyzed with a QExactive Plus (ThermoFisher
Scientific) and Orbitrap Exploris 480 (ThermoFisher Scientific) mass
spectrometer, operating in data dependent acquisition (DDA) mode.
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During the acquisition on the QExactive Plus instrument, full scan
MS and MS/MS acquisition. Each survey full scan (m/z 375-1575) was
acquired in the Orbitrap with 70,000 resolution (at m/z 200) after
accumulation of ions to an automatic gain control (AGC) target of
3 x10° with a maximum injection time of 118 ms. Dynamic exclusion
was set to 15 seconds. The 20 most intense multiply charged ions (z > 2)
were sequentially isolated and fragmented in the collision cell by
higher-energy collisional dissociation (HCD) using a normalized colli-
sion energy of 27 with a fixed injection time of 118 ms, 35,000 reso-
lution and an AGC target of 2 x10°.

During the acquisition on the Orbitrap Exploris 480 instrument,
full scan MS (m/z 350-1200) was performed in the Orbitrap at two
different Field Asymmetric Waveform lon Mobility Spectrometry
(FAIMS) collision voltage (CV) of 45 and 65. The resolution was set to
60,000 after accumulating ions to a normalized AGC target of 300%
with a custom maximum injection time set to Auto. Dynamic exclusion
was applied, and MS2 selection was carried out with a fixed cycle time
of 1.5seconds and an intensity threshold of 5x10* and including
charge states 2-7. The Orbitrap MS2 scans had an isolation window of
1.4 m/z, HCD collision energy of 28%, resolution of 30,000, a custom
AGC target with a normalized value of 100%, and a custom maximum
injection time set to Auto.

The raw data files were analyzed with the MaxQuant software suite
v1.6.5.0%° and its implemented Andromeda search engine’® to obtain
protein and phosphosites identifications including their respective
quantitative values. Database searching was performed with the fol-
lowing parameters: cysteine carbamidomethylation as selected as
fixed modification, whilst oxidation of methionine, acetylation of
protein N-termini and phosphorylation of serine, threonine and tyr-
osine residues were set as variable modifications. Up to 2 missed
cleavages were permitted and the mass tolerance was set to 20 ppm. A
false discovery rate (FDR) of 1% was allowed for both protein and
(phospho)peptide identification. Phosphorylation localization prob-
ability score was set to greater than 75%. Protein sequence databases
were downloaded from Uniprot/SwissProt for both human (in Feb-
ruary 2020) and rats samples (in June 2019). The MaxQuant results
were further processed and visualized with both Perseus v1.6.2.3% and
Phospho-Analyst (https://analyst-suites.org/apps/phospho-analyst/)®.

Using an adjusted p-value cutoff of 0.05 and a log2 fold change
cutoff of 1 of pooled VEH and GCG data sets, the resultant significantly
different proteins were analyzed using various bioinformatic tools.
qPTM’* was used for data mining of SEC22B S137 level in different
models. Protein alignment of protein sequence SEC22B (including
S137) conducted via UniProt tools™.

Phosphoproteomics based kinase prediction
Kinase enrichment was performed based on the list of differentially
phosphorylated sites described above. A full description of the sub-
strate specificities atlas of the Ser/Thr kinome can be found in®. The
phosphorylation sites detected in this study were scored by all kinase
position-specific scoring matrices (303 total). For each site, this score
was compared to the respective phosphoproteome score distribution
for each kinase to calculate the substrate’s percentile. This was sub-
sequently used to rank the kinases. For every singly phosphorylated
site, kinases ranked within the top 15 (out of 303 S/T) were considered
favorable for that phosphorylation site. To assess kinase motif
enrichment between conditions, we compared the percentage of
phosphorylation sites favored by each kinase within the upregulated
sites (logFC=1) to the percentage of favored phosphorylation sites
within the set of unregulated sites in this study (-1<logFC<1). The
corresponding comparison was also made between downregulated
(logFC < -1) and unregulated (-1<logFC<1) phosphorylation sites.
Contingency tables were corrected using Haldane correction.
Statistical significance was determined using a one-sided Fisher’s exact
test, and the corresponding p-values were adjusted using the

Benjamini-Hochberg procedure. Then, for every kinase, the most
significant enrichment direction (upregulated or downregulated) was
selected based on the tests’ resulting adjusted p-values and presented
in the bubble maps. Bubble maps were generated with size and color
strength representing the adjusted p-values and frequency factors,
respectively, only displaying significant kinases (adjusted p-value <
0.1). Kinases that were significant (adjusted p-value <0.1) for both
upregulated and downregulated analysis were plotted using the
parameters of the more significant direction but were also outlined in
yellow. SEC22B-S137 upstream kinase prediction was conducted using
the website: https://kinase-library.phosphosite.org/.

Blood serum collection

The blood was stored on ice immediately after collection and later
centrifuged (Eppendorf Centrifuge, 5430 R) at 6800 x g for 10 min at
4 °C. The supernatant serum was then collected on ice and stored at
-80 °C until further analysis.

Sample preparation for western blots

For simple SEC22B manipulate validation, western blot samples were
prepared via hepatic tissues (~40 mg) placed in a 2 mL EP tube with
pre-cooled 5 mm stainless steel beads and added 1x Laemmli buffer
(40 mg of liver tissue in 1 ml of Laemmli buffer). Samples were then
homogenized via Retsch CryoMill Cryogenic Mixer until no visible
solid particles remained. The homogenates were then placed on the
heat block for 10 min at 95 °C to denature proteins. 10 pL denatured
protein of each sample was loaded onto SDS-polyacrylamide gel,
subjected to electrophoresis and blotted onto Immobilon-P PVDF
Membrane (Millipore, cat #IPVHO0010). The primary antibodies
including mouse anti-SEC22B (29-F7) (Santa Cruz, cat #sc-376664),
mouse anti-VCL (Sigma, cat #V9131), mouse anti-GFP (SantaCruz, cat
#5¢-9996), rabbit anti-FLAG (Sigma, cat #F7425), rabbit phospho-PKA
Substrate (RRXS*/T*) (Cell Signaling Technology, cat #9624), rabbit
phospho-CREB (Ser133) (87G3) (Cell Signaling Technology, cat #9198),
rabbit SQSTM1/p62 (Cell Signaling Technology, cat #5114), rabbit LC3B
(Cell Signaling Technology, cat #2775), were diluted 1:1000 and the
membranes were incubated overnight on a rotating wheel in the cold
room. The corresponding secondary horseradish peroxidase-
conjugated (HRP) linked goat anti-mouse IgG (Invitrogen, cat
#31430) or goat anti-rabbit IgG (Invitrogen, cat #31460) were used in a
1:5000 dilution and the membrane was imaged using the ChemiDoc™
MP Imaging System (Bio-Rad). All uncropped and unprocessed scans
of the blots are included in the Source Data file.

Histology

Liver tissue samples were fixed in 10% neutral buffered formalin, pro-
cessed to paraffin wax and sectioned for hematoxylin and eosin (H&E),
periodic acid-Schiff (PAS) staining and picrosirius red (PSR) staining. For
Oil Red O staining, liver samples were embedded in OCT compound and
cryo-sectioned at -20°C. Monash Histology Platform performed all
sectioning, staining and imaging for the liver samples. Images were
captured using the Aperio AT Turbo Scanner by Leica Biosystems and
stored on the Aperio eSlide Manager. The NAFLD activity score (NAS) was
evaluated using a semiquantitative approach to assess hepatic steatosis,
hepatocyte ballooning, and lobular inflammation, in accordance with the
methodology described by Kleiner DE et al.”.

Biochemical assays

All plate absorbance readings were conducted using the BMG PHER-
Astar FSX Plate Reader (BMG Labtech). To extract liver lipids, we used
the chloroform-methanol (2:1) method as described by Folch et al.”>.
Frozen liver samples were accurately weighed (range 45-55mg) in
2mL tubes (with precooled stainless-steel bead). 1.5 mL of pre-cold
chloroform: methanol (2:1) mixture was then added and homogenized
liver using a Retsch CryoMill Cryogenic Mixer at 30 Hz for 90 seconds
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until no visible solid particles remained. Following lysis, samples were
briefly spun down and mixed for 20 min at room temperature via
Eppendorf ThermoMixer®. The samples were then centrifuged
(Eppendorf Centrifuge, 5430 R) for 30 min at 8600 x g at 20 °C. The
resulting supernatant (liquid phase), approximately 1 mL, was trans-
ferred to a new 2mL tube, and 200 pL of 150 mM (0.9%) NaCl was
added. After centrifugation for 5 minutes at 425 x g, we pipetted 40 pL
of chloroform: Triton-X (1:1) solution into fresh 1.5 mL tubes. 200 pL of
the lower organic phase was then transferred into the tubes containing
the chloroform: Triton-X solution. The samples were then dried for
10 mins using a nitrogen drying-manifold system. Lastly, 200 pL of
deionized water was added to the remaining triton-lipid solution,
mixed well on a rotating wheel for 1 h at room temperature, and stored
at —80 °C until required. Liver and serum triglyceride assay were con-
ducted according to the instructions of Triglyceride Determination Kit
(Sigma, cat #TR0100).

To extract liver glycogen, liver tissue samples weighing between
45-60 mg were homogenized in 600 pL of 30% KOH using a Retsch
CryoMill Cryogenic Mixer (1.5 min, 25 Hz). After incubation at 95 °C for
1h, the supernatants were obtained and glycogen was precipitated
using ice-cold 95% ethanol. The pellets were washed, dried, and dis-
solved in 250 pL of H,0. Amyloglucosidase digestion (Sigma, #10115)
was performed and the samples neutralized. Glucose measurement
was performed using a Glucose (HK) Assay Kit (Sigma, cat #G3293) and
96-well UV-Transparent Microplates (Corning, cat #3635) were used to
measure the absorbance at 340 nm.

Liver and serum cholesterol assays were conducted using the
Total Cholesterol Reagent kit (Fujifilm, cat #999-02601). Serum Non-
esterified fatty acids (NEFAs) assay was measured by NEFA-HA (II)
Microtiter Procedure using the ACS-ACOD method (Fujifilm, cat #438-
91691 and 430-91891). To determine serum total ketone bodies, cyclic
enzymatic method was used provided by FUJIFILM (cat# 415-73301,
411-73401). Serum urea was measured by the enhanced Jung method
via Urea Assay Kit (Biochain, cat #Z5030016). Serum ALT (alanine
aminotransferase) and AST (aspartate aminotransferase) levels were
quantified using the respective assay kits (Thermo Scientific, cat
#981769 for ALT and cat #981771 for AST).

For all tissue measurements, concentrations were calculated by
adjusting to original sample mass and accounting for dilution factors.

Serum AA/AC

Serum amino acids and acylcarnitine were determined in serum/
plasma by electrospray ionization tandem mass spectrometry (ESI-MS/
MS) according to the method as previously described’® using a Waters
Xevo TQD triple quadrupole mass spectrometer (Waters GmbH,
Eschborn, Germany) equipped with an electrospray ion source and a
MassLynx software (Waters GmbH, Eschborn, Germany). The full name
of abbreviations for serum amino acids and acylcarnitines can be
found in Supplementary Data 5.

Quantification and statistical analyzes. Statistical analyzes were
performed using t-tests (two-sided), or 2-way analysis of variance
(ANOVA) with or without repeated measures, where appropriate, with
Holm-Sidak-adjusted post-tests. All analyzes were carried out with
SigmaPlot v.14 software (Systat Software GmbH, DEU) and visualized
by GraphPad Prism 9.4 (GraphPad Software, LLC). Statistical details
can be found within the figure legends. Differences between groups
were considered significant when P < 0.05. Descriptions of proteomics
data analyzes are contained within those methods sections. A sum-
mary of actual p-values for multiple comparisons in Figs. 3 and 4 can be
found in Supplementary Data 6.

Reporting summary
Further information on research design is available in the Nature
Portfolio Reporting Summary linked to this article.

Data availability

All unique materials are readily available from the corresponding
author on reasonable request but may require material transfer
agreements. All other materials can be obtained from commercial
vendors. All of the raw data used to make the figures are included in the
Source Data file. Processed proteomics data can be found within
Supplementary Data 1 (Rat liver), Supplementary Data 3 (Human
hepatoma) and Supplementary Data 4 (Mouse liver). Raw proteomics
data has been uploaded to the PRIDE/ProteomeXchange database as
Rat liver: PXD049186, Human hepatoma: PXD052303, Mouse liver
SEC22B IP: PXD049203. Source data are provided with this paper.
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